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President John Cottrill called the August 19, 2025, Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 PM at the Fire 

House.  

Roll Call:   John Cottrill  Present 
    Gary Hopkins  Present     

Blake Kellough Present 
 
 
Motion by Gary Hopkins, second by John Cottrill to approve the July Regular Meeting minutes. 
 
  Vote:    Gary Hopkins  Yes 
    John Cottrill     Yes  

Blake Kellough Yes 
 
 
Motion by Blake Kellough, second by Gary Hopkins to approve the July payments. 
 
  Vote:    Blake Kellough Yes 
    Gary Hopkins     Yes  

John Cottrill    Yes 
 
 
     President Cottrill began speaking about the Appalachian Regional Development grant application; 
mentioning that the Township could get a $500,000 10-12 year loan (life of the road) at 0% interest to 
pave our roads. Further mentioning that the payment on a 10-year loan would be $50,000 annually. 
There was brief discussion amongst the trustees following, discussion the ability to pay it off sooner, 
and questions of how tax reform could affect the Township’s ability to make the payments.  
 
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Blake Kellough to apply for the Appalachian Regional Development 
grant for a $500,000 0% interest 10 year loan to pave roads. 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Blake Kellough  Yes  

Gary Hopkins  Yes 
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     Cottrill next spoke about cemetery rules that have been broken, particularly referring to 
Huntington Cemetery. He then read the cemetery rules, and spoke about amending cemetery rule #1 
to add “Monument companies must contact the Trustees or Fiscal Officer prior to pouring a 
foundation/placing a headstone.”. 
 
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Gary Hopkins to approve the specified amendment to cemetery 
rule #1. 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Gary Hopkins   Yes  

Blake Kellough  Yes 
 
 
 
     Cottrill next discussed former Fire Chief Larry Cuckler’s retirement, and the application process that 
has started (taking applications through Aug 26).  
 
 
Motion by Gary Hopkins, second by John Cottrill to extend Mary Sutherland’s contract to the next 
Regular Meeting. 
 
  Vote:    Gary Hopkins  Yes 
    John Cottrill    Yes  

Blake Kellough  Yes 
 
 
Motion by Blake Kellough, second by Gary Hopkins to go into executive session for personnel matters 
at 6:29 pm. 
 
  Vote:    Blake Kellough Yes 
    Gary Hopkins     Yes  

John Cottrill    Yes 
  
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Gary Hopkins to resume the meeting from executive session at 
6:47 PM 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Gary Hopkins   Yes  
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Blake Kellough  Yes 
 
 
 
     Resident Brett Clark next addressed the board, asking if one of the Trustees could get in contact 
with Prosecutor Jeff Marks about meeting with him; Cottrill said that they would. 
 
 
     Fiscal Officer Haines then spoke about the two supplemental reallocations made since the last 
meeting, discussing them briefly. 
 
 
Motion by Blake Kellough, second by John Cottrill to approve the supplemental reallocations. 
 
  Vote:    Blake Kellough Yes 
    John Cottrill     Yes  

Gary Hopkins  Yes 
 
 

     Fiscal Officer Haines then spoke about the two regular reallocations made since the last meeting, 
discussing them briefly. 
 
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Blake Kellough to approve the reallocations. 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Blake Kellough  Yes  

Gary Hopkins  Yes 
 
 
Motion by Gary Hopkins, second by Blake Kellough to accept the resignation of Ryan McCann from 
the FD full-time crew, who is staying on part-time. 
 
  Vote:    Gary Hopkins  Yes 
    Blake Kellough     Yes  

John Cottrill    Yes 
 
 
Motion by Blake Kellough, second by Gary Hopkins to hire Skyler Sims to the FD as a volunteer. 
 
  Vote:    Blake Kellough Yes 
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    Gary Hopkins     Yes  
John Cottrill    Yes 

 
 
 
Motion by Gary Hopkins, second by John Cottrill to terminate full-time FD member Stephan McBee. 
 
  Vote:    Gary Hopkins  Yes 
    John Cottrill    Yes  

Blake Kellough  Yes 
 
 
     The Trustees then discussed the part-time members mentioned in last month’s meeting that 
hadn’t worked the required number of shifts, and were sent letters that they would be terminated at 
the August meeting if they did not contest.  
 
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Blake Kellough to terminate part-time FD members Jason Foster, 
Todd Yarman, Kevin Fausnaugh Sr., and Cheryl Fields. 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Blake Kellough  Yes  

Gary Hopkins  Yes 
 
 

     Intermittent Chief Austin Depugh presented the board with a purchase order that if approved, 
would send 6 of our FD members to Swift Water Rescue, and would cost a total of $2295.  
 
 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Gary Hopkins to send 6 of our FD members to Swift Water Rescue 
for a total of $2295. 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill  Yes 
    Gary Hopkins   Yes  

Blake Kellough  Yes 
 
 
     Depugh then presented the board with three other purchase orders from O’Rileys, Tim’s Tires, and 
the Fire Chief’s Association; totaling $875.22. 
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Motion by Blake Kellough, second by John Cottrill to approve the purchase orders totaling $875.22. 
 
  Vote:    Blake Kellough Yes 
    John Cottrill     Yes  

Gary Hopkins  Yes 
 
 

 
Motion by John Cottrill, second by Gary Hopkins to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 PM 
 
  Vote:    John Cottrill    Yes 
    Gary Hopkins  Yes  

Blake Kellough    Yes 
   

 
 
 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
           
President 
 
 
           

 Vice President 
 
 
           
Trustee 
 
 
           
Fiscal Officer 
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